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General Instructions

This paper is divided into three sections:

Section A: Reading
– (20marks)

Section B: Writing and Grammar – (30marks)

Section C: Literature (30marks)

All sections are compulsory.

Separate instructions have been given for each section and each question.

Follow these instructions carefully.

Do not exceed the word limit.

SECTION –A (READING)
- 20MARKS

Q 1. Read the passage given below:

1. At a time when younger people are privileging smart phones, television and video game over other sources of entertainment, a nearly 55-year-old museum housing thousands of dolls from across the globe is still maintaining its old world charm  and attracting not only children and teenagers, but also the visitors of all age groups not surprising, as it actually transports you into a world where you can forget the woes of the present.
2. With over 7,500 dolls  on display, Shankar’s International Dolls Museum in the capital not only entertains children but also teaches them about art, culture and costumes of different cultures. The idea of dolls collection was born when eminent political cartoonist and journalist K.Shankar Pillai, better known simply as Shankar, received one as a gift from the Hungarian Ambassador in the early 1950’s.
3. “Shankar fell so much in love with the doll that he began to collect costume dolls whenever he visited any country. Soon, he was able to collect a good number of dolls as his visits to foreign nations were frequent. He began to exhibit the dolls across the country after he was able to collect a good number, but the frequent. He began to exhibit the dolls across the country after he was able to collect a good number, but the frequent packing and unpacking was damaging the dolls. Then the idea emerged of a permanent space for the dolls and that is how the museum was set-up. 

4. The museum is located in Nehru House on Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg in the building that houses the Children’s Book Trust, which was also set-up by Shankar. The museum began in 1965 with 1,000 dolls. Now there are more than 7,500 from over 85 countries. The museum has the largest number of costume dolls in the world.

5. Divided into two equal halves, one section of the museum is dedicated to Western countries like the UK, the US, Australia and New Zealand, as also the Commonwealth of Indepenent States and the other half to Asian. African and Middle-East countries, as also India.

6. Several countries gifted dolls to museum to represent their country’s culture.

7. Apart from those dolls received in exchange, there are a good number of dolls made at the worhshop attached to the museum, including authentic Indian dolls in traditional attire. The dolls are sent as “return gifts” for the dolls gifted by various countries.
8. Q 1.1 On the basis of your reading of the above passage, answer the following questions:
(1x8=8 marks)
9. 1. Write the synonym of ‘melancholy’.

10. 2.  How does Shankar’s Dolls Museum teach its visitors about art, culture and costumes of different cultures?

11. 3. Describe how the Dolls Museum was set-up.
Q 2. Read the passage given below:
(12marks)

1. It is rare to find someone with good technical and communication skills. You can get far ahead of your colleagues if you combine the two, early in your career. People will judge, evaluate, promote or block you based on your communication skills. Since habits form by repeating both good and bad forms of communication, learn to observe great communicators and adopt styles and traits – in written and verbal forms. That art of listening and learning from each and every interaction, is another secret recipe. Develop the subconscious habit of listening to yourself as you speak and know when to pause.

2. Learning what not to say is probably more important than learning what to say. As your career develops, you will realize that the wise speak less. Speak when you have value to add, or else refrain. Poorly constructed e- mails with grammatical errors are acceptable between friends, but they should be seriously avoided while communicating formally with your seniors,. Avoid any

communication in an emotional state when you might say things you will regret later. One unnecessary word uttered at the wrong time or place can ruin a relationship, career or even your life. Such is the power of words. If such a thing happens, you should immediately apologise,orelse may haunt for life.

3. Another problem to overcome is speaking too fast. Since our minds are working faster than our speech, we are inclined to speak fast. This does not necessarily mean that the person hearing it will get it any faster. On the contrary, it is always the reverse. So slow down, think before you speak. „‟ “When I get ready to speak to people” Abraham Lincoln said, “ I spend two-thirds of the time thinking what they want to hear and one- third thinking what I want to say” adding humour and wit is also essential. But realize that not all jokes are funny and observe certain boundaries. Never say anything that could offend. Remember you are not a comedian who must offend as many people as you can to be witty.

Q 2.1 Answer the following questions briefly.
(2x4=8marks)

a) Why is it necessary to have good communication skills?

b) What according to the writer, should be avoided while communicating?

c) How can communication skills be developed?

d) Why should you be careful when you tend to be humorous?

Q 2.2 Choose the most appropriate meanings of the given words from the

options provided.
(1x4=4 marks)

a) Evaluate (Para 1)

	i) estimate
	ii) assume
	iii) punish
	iv) evolve
	

	b) Trait (Para 1)
	
	
	

	i) treaty
	ii) trail
	iii) quality
	iv) liberty
	

	c) Utter (para2)
	
	
	

	i) flatter
	ii) speak
	iii) rot
	iv) unique
	

	d) Haunt (para 2)
	
	
	

	i) hunt
	ii) chant
	iii) trouble
	iv) avoid
	

	SECTION –B (WRITING AND GRAMMAR)
	- 30MARKS


Q 3. A. Your sister, who stays in a hostel in some other town for doing a degree course in engineering , doesn’t take care of her health properly.  You have often seen her skipping meals, eating junk food, waking up late and probably doing all sorts of things that would spoil her health. Write a letter telling her how she must take care of her health.         (8 marks)
                                                           Or

       B.You  were a part of audience in a debate held in your school on ‘Technology, social media and its effects on modern life.’ This sets you thinking how the youth of today misuse technology and social media. Write a letter in 120 words to the Editor of a newspaper on the dangers of such misuse and how it can be controlled.  (8marks)

Q 4. Write a short story in 150-200 words on the basis of the hints

provided:
(10marks)

A. The doorbell rang. Sunil opened the door. At first he could not recognize the tall and well- dressed man who stood before him. Then the man spoke and all of a sudden ---------

Or

B. Aravind was distracted. He couldn‟t concentrate in the class. The incident which had happened that morning had shattered him -----------

Q 5. Read the passage given below and fill in the blanks by choosing the

	most appropriate options from the ones that follow:
	(4marks)

	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Q 6. The following passage has not been edited. There is one error in each line against which a blank has been given. Write the incorrect word and the

	correct word in your answer sheet.
	( ½ x8 =4 marks)

	
	Incorrect
	correct

	The road to success is no a bed of rose.
	no
	not

	a) Only those who wade on hazards and hurdles
	-------------
	-----------

	b) can achieve successful. Set yourself clear goals
	-------------
	-----------

	c) and define precisely what you wants to do.
	-------------
	-----------

	d) Goals provide direction for your behaviour
	-------------
	-----------

	e) and guide your actions or thoughts. Specific goals    -------------
	-----------

	f) are better than general ones. Let every parts
	-------------
	-----------

	g) of your body is full of that idea. Winners do not
	-------------
	-----------

	h) do different things, they does things differently.
	-------------
	-----------


Q 7. Read the following words and phrases to form meaningful sentences.

a)                                                                                                           (4 marks)

b) coloured bus /children /we saw / full of/ a yellow / excited /

c) They were /we guessed / on the planetarium /way / to the/

d) Part/ this / study tour/ of their / was/

                     SECTION – C (LITERATURE ) –30 marks

Q 8. Read the extracts given below and answer the questions that follow:

(4Marks)

Q 9. Answer  the following in 30-40 words each:
    (10Marks)

Q 10. Answer any one of the following in 100-150 words:
          (8Marks)

Q 11. Answer any one of the following questions in 100-150 words:                 (8Marks)

